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ARTICLE 2 DEFINITIONS  

Section 2.01 Rules applying to the Text  

For the purposes of this Ordinance, certain rules of construction apply to the text as follows:  
 
A. The particular shall control the general.  
B. In case of any difference of meaning and implication between the text of this Ordinance and 

any caption, preamble or illustration, the text shall control.  
C. The word “shall” is always mandatory and not discretionary. The word “may” is permissive.  
D. Words used in the present tense shall include the future; and words used in the singular 

number shall include the plural, and the plural shall include the singular, unless the context 
clearly indicates the contrary.  

E. The word “lot” includes the word “plot”, “tract”, or “parcel”.  
F. A “building” or “structure” includes any part thereof.  
G. A “dwelling” includes the word “residence”.  
H. The phrase “used for” may include “arranged for”, “designed for”, “intended for”, “maintained 

for”, or “occupied for”.  
I. The word “person” includes an “individual”, a “corporation”, a “partnership”, an incorporated 

“association”, or any other similar entity.  
J. Unless the context clearly indicates the contrary, where regulation involves two or more 

items, conditions, provisions, or events connected by the conjunctions “and”, “or”, 
“either...or”, the conjunction shall be interpreted as follows:  
1. “and” indicates that all the connected items, conditions, provisions, or events shall apply.  
2. “or” indicates that the connected items, conditions, provisions or events may apply singly 

or in any combination. 
3. “either...or” indicates that the connected items, conditions, provisions, or events shall 

apply singly but not in combination.  
K. Any word or term not herein defined shall be used with a meaning of common standard use.  

Section 2.02 Definitions 

Accessory Use: Any accessory use includes a building or structure and is a use clearly 
incidental to, customarily found in connection with, and located on the same lot as the principal 
use to which it is related. Accessory uses do not include dwelling, lodging or sleeping facilities.  
Accessory uses do include temporary use of the property otherwise permitted by local 
ordinance such as garage sales. 
 
Adult foster care family homes: Private homes with the approved capacity to receive six (6) or 
fewer adults to be provided with foster care for five (5) or more days a week and for two (2) or 
more consecutive weeks.  The number of occupants in a home, other than the licensee and the 
licensee’s spouse, shall not exceed ten (10) persons.  The adult foster care family home 
licensees must provide the care and be a member of the household and an occupant of the 
home.  The ratio of responsible persons to residents shall not be less than one (1) responsible 
person to six (6) residents and two (2) children under the age of twelve (12) years or ratio 
thereof.  The two (2) previous statements do not apply to those adult foster care family home 
applicants or licensees who applied for a license or who were issued a license before the 
promulgation of these rules. 
 
Adult foster care large group homes (13-20 persons): A group home that have an approved 
capacity to receive at least thirteen (13) but not more than twenty (20) adults to be provided with 
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foster care.  Any occupant of a home, other than the licensee or persons who are related to the 
licensee, live-in staff or the live-in staff’s spouse and minor children, or a person related to a 
resident who is not in need of foster care, shall be considered a resident and be counted as a 
part of the licensed capacity.  The total number of occupants shall not be more than six (6) over 
the licensed capacity.  Care is provided by paid staff who do not necessarily live on site. 
 
Adult foster care small group homes (1-6 persons): A group home that has the capacity to 
receive six (6) or fewer adults.  Any occupant of a home, other than the licensee or persons who 
are related to the licensee, live-in staff or the live-in staff’s spouse and minor children, or a 
person related to a resident who is not in need of foster care, shall be considered a resident and 
be counted as a part of the licensed capacity.  The total number of occupants shall not be more 
than six (6) over the licensed capacity.  Care is provided by paid staff who do not necessarily 
live on site.   
 
Adult foster care small group homes (7-12 persons): A group home that has the capacity to 
receive not less than seven (7) or more than twelve (12) adults.  Any occupant of a home, other 
than the licensee or persons who are related to the licensee, live-in staff or the live-in staff’s 
spouse and minor children, or a person related to a resident who is not in need of foster care, 
shall be considered a resident and be counted as a part of the licensed capacity.  The total 
number of occupants shall not be more than six (6) over the licensed capacity.  Care is provided 
by paid staff who do not necessarily live on site. 
 
Adult Uses: Any use of land, whether vacant or combined with structures or vehicles thereon by 
which said property is devoted to displaying or exhibiting material for entertainment, a significant 
portion of which includes matter or actions depicting, describing or presenting “Specified Sexual 
Activities” or “Specified Anatomical Areas”. 
 
A. Adult uses shall include, but not be limited to the following: 
 

1. An adult motion picture theater is an enclosed building with a capacity of fifty (50) or 
more persons used for presenting material which has a significant portion of any motion 
picture or other display depicting or relating to "Specified Sexual Activities” or "Specified 
Anatomical Areas” for observation by patrons therein. 

2. An adult mini–motion picture theater is an enclosed building with a capacity for less 
than fifty (50) persons used for presenting material which has as a significant portion of 
any motion picture or other display depicting, describing or presenting "Specified Sexual 
Activities” or “Specified Anatomical Areas” for observation by patrons therein. 

3. An adult motion picture arcade is any place to which the public is permitted or invited 
wherein coin or slug operated or electronically or mechanically controlled still or motion 
picture machines, projectors, or other image producing devices are maintained to show 
images to five (5) or fewer persons per machine at any one time, and where a significant 
portion of images so displayed depict, describe or relate to "Specified Sexual Activities” 
or "Specified Anatomical Areas.” 

4. An adult book store is a use which has a display containing books, magazines, 
periodicals, slides, pictures, cassettes, or other printed or recorded material which has 
as a significant portion of its content or exhibit matter or actions depicting, describing or 
relating to "Specified Sexual Activities” or "Specified Anatomical Areas” or an 
establishment with a substantial segment or section devoted to the sale or display of 
such material. 

5. An adult cabaret is a nightclub, theater or other establishment which features live 
performances by topless and/or bottomless dancers, "go–go” dancers, exotic dancers, 
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strippers, or similar entertainers, where a significant portion of such performances show, 
depict or describe "Specified Sexual Activities” or "Specified Anatomical Areas.” 

6. An adult motel is a motel wherein matter, actions or other displays are presented which 
contain a significant portion depicting, describing, or relating to "Specified Sexual 
Activities” or "Specified Anatomical Areas.” 

7. An adult massage parlor is any place where for any form of consideration or gratuity, 
massage, alcohol rub, administration of fomentations, electric or magnetic treatment or 
any other treatment or manipulation of the human body occurs as part of or in 
connection with "Specified Sexual Activities” or where any person providing such 
treatment, manipulation or service related thereto exposes "Specified Anatomical Areas.” 

8. An adult model studio is any place where, for any form of consideration or gratuity, 
figure models who display "Specified Anatomical Areas” are provided to be observed, 
sketched, drawn, painted, sculptured, photographed, or similarly depicted by persons 
paying such considerations or gratuities, except that this provision shall not apply to any 
bona fide art school or similar education institution. 

9. An adult sexual encounter center is any business, agency, or person who, for any 
form of consideration or gratuity, provides a place where three (3) or more persons, not 
all members of the same family may congregate, assemble or associate for the purpose 
of engaging in "Specified Sexual Activities” or exposing "Specified Anatomical Areas.” 

 
B. Significant portion 
 

As used in the above definitions, the phrase "significant portion” shall mean and include: 
1. Any one (1) or more portions of the display having continuous duration in excess of five 

(5) minutes; and/or, 
2. The aggregate of portions of the display having a duration equal to ten (10) percent or 

more of the display. 
3. The aggregate of portions of the collection of any materials or exhibits composing the 

display equal to ten (10) percent or more of the display. 
 
C. Display 

 
As used in the above definitions, the word display shall mean any single motion or still 
picture, presentation, dance or exhibition, live act, or collection of visual materials such as 
books, films, slides, periodicals, pictures, computer generated images, video cassettes or 
any other printed or recorded matter which is open to view or available to the general 
population whether for free or otherwise. 

 
D. Specified Sexual Activities   
 

As used in the above definitions, the phrase "specified sexual activities” shall mean and 
include: 

 
1. Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal; 
2. Acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse or sodomy; 
3. Fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttock or female 

breast. 
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E. Specified Anatomical Areas   
 
As used in the above definitions, the phrase "specified anatomical areas” shall mean and 
include: 
 
1. Less than completely and opaquely covered:  1)  human genitals, pubic region; 2)  

buttock; and,  3)  female breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola; 
2. Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely 

covered. 
 
Agricultural storage, terminal & processing facilities: A facility for the storage, transferring or 
processing of crops after harvest, to prepare them for on-site marketing or processing and 
packaging elsewhere. 
 
Airports: A transportation facility to accommodate the take-off, landing, shelter, supply, service 
and repair of aircraft, and the receiving and discharging of passengers and cargo. 
 
Alley: Any dedicated public way affording a secondary means of access to abutting property, 
and not intended for general traffic circulation.  
 
Alterations: Any change, addition or modification to a structure or type of occupancy, any 
change in the structural members of a building, such as walls, or partitions, columns, beams or 
girders, the consummated act of which may be referred to herein as “altered” or “reconstructed.”  
 
Animals: See “Pets” and “Farm Animals”.  
 
Antenna, Dish Antenna, Other Receivers and Transmitters: Antenna (Dish or other), and other 
receiving or transmitting stations are structures whose purpose is to send or receive 
communications or other signals from other such devises including orbiting satellites or other 
extraterrestrial sources together with other equipment related to such purpose. For the purposes 
of this ordinance, a dish antenna, antenna, or other receiver or transmitter devise shall not be 
considered an accessory use or structure for purposes of limiting its location or placement.   
This term only applies to structures used for residential and similar applications.  Structures 
providing service to a number of off-site users is a telecommunications antenna. 
 
Apartment: A residential structure containing three (3) or more attached one (1) family 
dwellings.  
 
Arcades: A building or part of a building that houses a business whose principal purpose is the 
operation of pinball machines, video games, pool tables or similar player operated amusement 
device.  Also see “Recreation and entertainment establishments, indoor”. 
 
Auto Body Shop: Is a place where the following activities may be carried out: vehicle body 
repair, undercoating, painting, tire recapping, upholstery work and auto glass work.  
 
Automobile Sales, Indoor: Establishments involved in the sale or rental of automobiles, 
recreational vehicles and mobile homes. These establishments may have outdoor storage. 
 
Automobile Service Station: A building or structure, together with the necessary equipment used 
for the direct retail sale of gasoline or any engine fuel, kerosene, or motor oil and lubricants, and 
including the sale of minor accessories, and may include the servicing and repair of 
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automobiles, such as engine rebuilding or repair, brake and muffler replacement, tire repair and 
replacement, tune-ups and oil changes. 
 
Basement: Is that portion of a building which is partly or wholly below grade but so located that 
the vertical distance from average grade to the floor is greater than the vertical distance from 
the average grade to the ceiling. But in any case, if the vertical distance from the grade to the 
ceiling is over five (5) feet, such basement shall be rated as a first story. (See Figure 2-1) 
 

Figure 2-1 

 
 
Bed and breakfast establishments: A house, or portion of a house where short-term lodging 
rooms and meals are provided.  A bed and breakfast is distinguished from a motel or hotel in 
that it shall have only one (1) set of kitchen facilities, employ only those living in the house or up 
to one (1) additional employee, and have a facade consistent with the surrounding homes. 
Typically these are residential type homes. 
 
Block Face: The property abutting one side of a street and lying between the nearest 
intersecting or intercepting streets, or between the nearest intersecting or intercepting streets 
and physical barriers such as a railroad, right-of-way, park, river channel, or unsubdivided 
acreage.  
 
Building: An independent structure, temporary or permanent, having a roof supported by 
columns, walls, or other means of stabilization and used for the enclosure and protection of 
persons, animals, chattels, or for the operation of a business. This shall include tents, awnings 
or vehicles situated on property and used for the above purposes. Structures with interiors not 
accessible for human use, such as tanks, smokestacks, grain elevators, coal burners, oil 
cracking towers, or similar structures shall not be considered as buildings.  
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Building, Front Line of: The line that coincides with the face of the building nearest the front line 
of the lot. This face includes the front walls or columns of sun parlors and covered porches but 
does not include steps or uncovered porches.  A covered porch is a porch covered partially or 
completely by a roof supported by columns.  Said line shall be parallel to the front lot line and 
measured as a straight line between the intersecting points with the side yard (see Figure 2-2).  
 

Figure 2-2 

 
 
Building, Height:: Is the vertical distance measured from the established grade of the center of 
the front of the building to the highest point of the roof surface for flat roofs; to the deck line of 
mansard roofs; and to the average height between eaves and ridge for gable, hip, and gambrel 
roofs; and the average height between the lowest point and the highest point on a shed roof. 
Where a building is located on sloping terrain, the height may be measured from the average 
ground level of the grade at the building wall.  (See Figure 2-3) 
 

Figure 2-3 
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Building Inspector: The Village Building Inspector is the administrative official responsible for 
enforcement of the Village’s duly adopted building code. The Building Inspector is appointed by 
the Village Council for such term and compensation as they may determine. (See also Zoning 
Administrator).  
 
Building Line: Is a line formed by the face of the building, and for the purpose of the Ordinance, 
a building line is the same as an actual front setback line.  
 
Building supply and equipment establishments: A facility where building materials such as 
lumber, plywood, drywall, paneling, cement blocks and other cement products, and other 
building products are stored and sold.  Lumberyards may also process lumber by performing 
millwork, planing, cutting and other customizing processes.  Lumberyards may provide for the 
sale of associated products including tools and fasteners. 
 
Bulk Station: A place where crude petroleum, gasoline, naptha, benzene, benzol, kerosene, or 
any other liquid, except such as will stand a test of 150 degrees Fahrenheit-closed cup tester, 
are stored for a wholesale--purpose only, where the aggregate capacity of all storage tanks is 
more than 6,000 gallons.  
 
Business:  A separate business location, defined by walls, and having its own customer 
entrance. Multiple activities taking place in or various product lines offered within a particular 
building shall not be construed as a separate business. 
 
Caretaker's residences: An accessory residential use of a manufacturing facility that provides 
living quarters to an individual for maintenance and guard services 
 
Cash crop farming and agriculture activities: The commercial production, harvesting and storage 
of farm products or animals on a farm and the farm operations typically performed thereto, as 
defined in the Michigan Right to Farm Act, Public Act 93 of 1981, as amended; except that the 
raising of livestock and other animals in intensive livestock operations are not included in this 
definition. 
 

Examples include: Farms including livestock and poultry raising, dairying, horticulture, farm 
forestry, including tree and shrub nurseries, sod farming and other similar bona fide 
agriculture enterprise, truck gardening and other agricultural uses similar to and compatible 
with the above uses. 

 
Clear Vision Zone: The area located at the intersection of a right-of-way and a driveway which 
remain free and clear of any sign, object or structure which could be a visual impairment to 
vehicle traffic either ingress or egress (see Section 3.04). 
 
Clinic: An establishment where human or animal patients who are not lodged overnight are 
admitted for examination and treatment by a group of physicians, dentists or similar 
professionals.  
 
Club: An organization catering exclusively to members and their guests for recreational, artistic, 
political, or social purposes, which are not conducted primarily for financial gain and which do 
not provide significant merchandise, vending, or commercial activities except as is required or 
appropriate for the membership and purpose of such club.  
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Commercial recreation, Indoor: Indoor entertainment establishments providing recreation that 
diverts, amuses, entertains, or provides entertainment or other hospitality that may include food 
service or accommodations, but does not include drive-through establishments.  Additional 
regulations apply to indoor establishments that serve alcohol. 
 

Examples include: Bowling alleys, archery range (indoor), skating rinks (indoor), health and 
fitness clubs and other indoor entertainment establishments similar to and compatible with 
the above establishments. 

 
Commercial schools: Any building or parcel or part thereof which is designed, constructed, or 
used for education or instruction on a commercial basis in the areas of art, music, dance, hair 
care and related fields.  
 
Commercial vehicles:  Any vehicle bearing or required to bear commercial license plates. 
 

Examples include: Truck tractors, semi trailer (including flat beds, stake beds, roll-off 
containers, tanker bodies, dump bodies and full or partial box type enclosures), ice cream 
trucks, milk trucks, bread trucks, fruit trucks, delivery trucks, electrician or electrical business 
trucks, plumbing business trucks, heating and cooling business trucks, other construction 
oriented trucks, two trucks, commercial banking trucks, vehicle repair service trucks, 
snowplowing trucks, any other vehicle with a commercial license plate having a gross 
vehicle weight in excess of ten thousand (10,000) pounds or a total length in excess of 
twenty two (22) feet. 

 
Common Land: A parcel or parcels of land together with the improvements thereon, the use, 
maintenance, and enjoyment of which are intended to be shared by the owners and occupants 
of the individual building units in a planned unit development.  
 
Condominium, contractible: A condominium project from which any portion of the submitted land 
or building may be withdrawn in accordance with the Condominium Act (PA 59 of 1978). 
 
Condominium, conversion: A condominium project containing condominium units, some or all of 
which were occupied before the filing of a notice of taking reservations under Section 71 of the 
Condominium Act (PA 59 of 1978). 
 
Condominium, expandable: A condominium project to which additional land may be added in 
accordance with the Condominium Act (PA 59 of 1978). 
 
Condominium, general common elements: Portions of the condominium development owned 
and maintained by the condominium association, as defined in the Condominium Act (PA 59 of 
1978). 
 
Condominium, limited common elements: Portions of the condominium development other than 
the condominium unit itself reserved for the exclusive use of less than all of the co–owners of 
the condominium development, as defined in the Condominium Act (PA 59 of 1978). 
 
Condominium, master deed: The condominium document recording the condominium project to 
which are attached as exhibits and incorporated by reference the bylaws for the project and 
including those items required in Section 8 of the Condominium Act (PA 59 of 1978). 
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Condominium project, conventional: A development in which ownership interest is divided under 
the authority of the Condominium Act (PA 59 of 1978) and in which the condominium unit 
consists primarily of the dwelling or other principal structure and most of the land in the 
development is part of the general common area (see Figure 2-4). 
 

Figure 2-4 

 
 
Condominium project, site: A development in which ownership interest is divided under the 
authority of the Condominium Act (PA 59 of 1978) and in which the condominium unit consists 
of a building site, with or without structures, which along with associated limited common 
elements, constitutes the equivalent of a lot (see Figure 2-5). 
 

Figure 2-5 
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Condominium, subdivision plan: Drawings and information prepared pursuant to section 66 of 
the Condominium Act, (PA 59 of 1978). 
 
Condominium unit: A condominium unit is that portion of a condominium development designed 
and intended for occupancy and use by the unit owner consistent with the provisions of the 
master deed, as defined in the Condominium Act (PA 59 of 1978).  
 
Contractor establishment: A facility for the operation of a building contractor or similar business, 
including office facilities, the storage of equipment and supplies indoors and outdoors. 
 
Convalescent or Nursing Home: A building wherein infirmed or incapacitated persons are 
furnished shelter, care, food, lodging and needed attention for compensation.  
 
Courts: Open, unoccupied spaces other than yards on the same lot with a building. An Inner 
Court is an open unoccupied space not extending to the street or the front or rear yard. An 
Outer Court has an open, unoccupied space opening upon a street, alley, yard, or setback.  
 
Coverage, Lot: That percent of the plot or lot covered by the building area.  
 
Cul de Sac: A street with only one outlet having sufficient space at the closed end to provide 
vehicular turning area.  
 
Day care centers, commercial: Licensed facilities (publicly or privately operated), other than a 
private home, having as their principal function the receiving of one (1) or more preschool or 
school age children (under the age of eighteen (18)) for care, maintenance, and supervision.  
Day care centers include facilities that provide care for not less than two (2) consecutive weeks, 
despite the number of hours per day of care.  Day care centers receive minor children for care 
for periods of less than twenty four (24) hours a day, where the parents, relatives, or legal 
guardians are not immediately available.  Day care centers are also commonly known as child 
care centers, day nurseries, child care facilities, nursery schools, parent cooperative preschools, 
play groups, or drop-in centers.  These may also include intergenerational day care facilities for 
both children and the elderly. 
 
Day care homes, family (1-6 persons): A child care facility that provides licensed day care in 
private homes for six (6) or fewer unrelated minor children under the age of eighteen (18).  
Children receive care and supervision for periods of less than twenty four (24) hours a day 
unattended by a parent or legal guardian for more than four (4) weeks during a calendar year. 
 
Day care homes, group (7-12 persons): A child care facility that provides licensed day care in 
private homes for not less than seven (7) or no more than twelve (12) unrelated minor children 
under the age of eighteen (18).  Children receive care and supervision for periods of less than 
twenty four (24) hours a day unattended by a parent or legal guardian for more than four (4) 
weeks during a calendar year.  Facilities that provide licensed day care to thirteen (13) or more 
minor children constitute a commercial day care center. 
 
District: A portion of the Village within which certain regulations and requirements or various 
combinations thereof apply under the provisions of the Ordinance.  
 
Drive-In/Drive-Thru Restaurant: A business establishment, for the serving of food and/or 
beverages, with driveways and approaches so developed and designed so as to serve patrons 
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while in the motor vehicle, or permit patron self-service so that consumption within motor 
vehicles may be facilitated.  
 
Drive-in establishments: A business establishment so developed that its principal retail or 
service character is dependent on providing a driveway approach and parking spaces for motor 
vehicles so as to serve patrons while in the motor vehicle.     
 

Examples include: Restaurants and other uses similar and compatible with the previously 
mentioned establishment.  

 
Drive-thru banks: A financial institution that by design, physical facilities, service or by 
packaging procedures encourages or permits customers to conveniently make deposits or 
receive other services without leaving their motor vehicles, and then proceeding elsewhere.   
 
Drive-thru establishments: An establishment that by design, physical facilities, service or by 
packaging procedures encourages or permits customers to conveniently make deposits or 
receive other services, or obtain goods without leaving their motor vehicles, and then 
proceeding elsewhere.  Distinguished from a drive-in establishment by the absence of parking 
while the service is being provided or brought to the customers.  A drive-through window, or 
motor vehicle oriented pick-up window, even if accessory to the principal use, shall subject the 
use to all the standards applicable to uses in which the drive-through aspect is a principal 
feature of the use and other retail and business service establishments similar to and 
compatible with the above uses. 
 

Examples include: Restaurants, drug stores, photo shops, grocery or party stores, and 
related businesses.  

 
Dwelling Types: For the purpose of this Ordinance, dwellings are separated into the following 
categories and herewith defined accordingly:  
 

a. Single family dwelling is a detached, residential dwelling unit designed for and occupied 
by one family on a residential lot.  
 

b. Single family, mobile home dwelling is a structure, transportable in one (1) or more 
sections, which is built on a chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with or 
without permanent foundation, when connected to the required utilities and includes the 
plumbing, heating, air-conditioning and electrical systems contained in the structure as 
defined in the Mobile Home Commission Act, PA 96 of 1987.  

 
c. Two-family dwelling is a detached residential building containing two dwelling units, 

designed for occupancy by not more than two families. These may also be known as 
duplexes.  

 
d. Multiple family dwelling structure is a residential building designed for and occupied by 

three or more families with the number of families in residence not exceeding the 
number of dwelling units provided.  

 
Dwelling Unit: A building or portion thereof, designed for occupancy by one family for residential 
purposes and having cooking facilities.  
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Educational institutions: Any building or part thereof which is designed, constructed, or used for 
education or instruction including vocational, K-12 or other educational purposes. 
 

Examples include: Elementary, junior high and high schools, colleges, universities and 
vocational schools. 

 
Electric power generating plants: A power generation facility that is operated by a public utility or 
independent power producer and whose primary function is the provision of electricity to the 
electrical distribution system or transmission grid. 
 
Erected: Includes fully or partially built, constructed, reconstructed, moved upon or any physical 
operation on the premises intended or required for a building or structure. Excavation, fill, 
drainage, land-clearing, and general property improvements shall not be considered as an 
erection.  
 
Essential Services: The erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance by public utilities or 
municipal departments or commissions of underground, surface, or overhead gas, electric, 
steam, or water transmission or distribution systems, collection, communication, supply or 
disposal systems, including mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, wires, cables, fire alarm 
boxes, police call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants, towers, poles, and other similar equipment, 
and accessories in connection therewith (reasonably necessary for the furnishing of adequate 
service by such public utilities or municipal departments or commissions or for the public health 
or safety or general welfare) but not including buildings other than such buildings as are 
primarily enclosures or shelters of the above essential service equipment.  
 
Family: An individual or two or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, living 
together as a housekeeping unit in a dwelling unit, or as a functional family of not more than four 
persons, who need not be related, living together as a single housekeeping unit.  Functional 
families do not include any society, club, fraternity, sorority, registered student organization or 
group of students or other individuals where the common living arrangement or basis for the 
establishment of the housekeeping unit is temporary. 
 
Farm: A tract of land which is directly devoted to agricultural purposes for growing of cash 
crops, for greenhouses, for plant nurseries, orchards, aviaries, raising farm animals or farm fowl 
and having at least forty acres of land area. Provided further, that greenhouses, nurseries, 
orchards, apiaries, chicken hatcheries, poultry farms and similar specialized agricultural 
enterprises may be considered as farms; but keeping or operating game, fish hatcheries, dog 
kennels, fur-bearing animals, stock yards, slaughter houses, stone quarries or commercial sand 
and gravel pits shall not be considered farms. Nor shall fertilizer works, bone yards, piggeries, 
or establishments for reduction of animal matter, or for the disposal of garbage, sewage, 
rubbish, offal or junk constitute a farm.  
 
Farm Animals: Farm animals are those animals that are commonly used for utilitarian or 
productive purposes. Such animals typically include beef cattle, dairy cattle, horses, ponies, 
goats, sheep, swine, donkeys, mules, oxen, rabbits, or any animal to be raised for resale or to 
be sold for a profit.  
 
Farm Fowl: Chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, peacocks, and guinea hens, or any fowl to be 
raised for resale or to be sold for a profit.  
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Fence: A structure built of customary fencing material of definite height and location to serve as 
an enclosure in carrying out the requirements of this ordinance.  
 
Fence (Obscuring): A structure built of customary fencing material of definite height and location 
to serve as an obscuring screen in carrying out the requirements of this ordinance.  
 
Floor Area: The floor area of a residential dwelling unit is the sum of the horizontal areas of 
each story of the building as measured from the exterior walls; exclusive of the basements, 
unfinished attics, attached garages, breezeways and enclosed and unenclosed porches.  
 
Floor Area, Useable: (For the purposes of computing parking) is all ground and non-ground floor 
area used for or intended to be used for, the sale of merchandise or services or for use to serve 
patrons, clients or customers. Such floor area which is used or intended to be used principally 
for the storage or processing of merchandise, or for utilities, shall be excluded from this 
computation of “Useable Floor Area”. For the purpose of computing parking for those uses not 
enclosed within a building, the area used for the sale of merchandise, display of merchandise, 
and/or area used to serve patrons or clients shall be measured to determine necessary parking 
spaces.  
 
Frontage: The horizontal distance between the side lots lines measured at the point where the 
side lot lines intersect the right of way line.  In the case of corner lots the distance between the 
side lot line and the street side lot line. 
 
Funeral homes and mortuary establishments: A building or part thereof used for human funeral 
services.  Such building may contain space and facilities for: a) embalming and the performance 
of other services used for preparation of the dead for burial; b) the performance of autopsies 
and other surgical procedures; c) the storage of caskets, funeral urns, and other related funeral 
supplies; and d) the storage of funeral vehicles, but shall not include facilities for cremation.  
Where a funeral home is permitted, a funeral chapel shall also be permitted. 
 
Grade: The highest level of the ground contacting any portion of the basement or foundation of 
a dwelling.  
 
Greenbelt: A strip of land of definite width and location reserved for the planting of shrubs and/or 
trees to serve as an obscuring screen or buffer strip in carrying out the requirements of the 
Ordinance.  
 
Height of a Sign: The vertical distance as measured from the bottom of the sign base to the 
highest point of the sign including its framing structure. 
 
High-rise multiple family structures (3+ Stories): A building used or designed as a residence for 
three (3) or more families living independently of each other and each doing their own cooking 
in said building which is greater then 2 stories in height.  This definition includes three (3) or 
more family houses and apartment houses which share common entrances. 
 
Home Occupation: Any business carried on by one or more members of a family residing on the 
premises. 
 
Home - Sectional or Component: Several building components meeting appropriate state or 
local codes which are factory fabricated and transported to the home site where they are put on 
a permanent foundation and joined to make a complete housing unit.  
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Junk: Any discarded personal or scrapped property including any property which may or may 
not be salvaged for reuse, resale, reduction or similar disposition, or which is possessed, 
transported, accumulated, dismantled or sorted for any such reason. The term shall include 
used and salvaged metals, paper, glass, rubber, rope, machinery or any motor vehicle which is 
for dismantling or salvaging. Two or more inoperative, unlicensed vehicles shall be construed as 
a junk yard.  
 
Junk Yard: A licensed open area where waste, used or second hand materials are bought and 
sold, exchanged, stored, baled, packed, disassembled, or handled, including - but not limited to 
scrap iron and other metals, paper, rags, rubber tires, and bottles. A Junk Yard includes 
automobile wrecking yards, and two or more inoperative, unlicensed vehicles shall be construed 
to be a junk yard.  
 
Keeping of Pets:  The keeping of a total of five or fewer dogs, cats or similar animals as pets 
 
Kennel, Commercial: Any lot or premises used for the commercial sale or boarding of dogs, cats 
or other domestic animals.  Keeping of a total of six or more dogs, cats or similar animals shall 
be considered a commercial kennel regardless of ownership of the animals.  
 
Laboratory and research facility: A place devoted to experimental, routine study or basic study 
such as testing and analytical operations and in which manufacturing of a product or products, 
except prototypes, is not performed 
 
Loading Space: An off-street space on the same lot with a building, or group of buildings, for 
temporary parking of a commercial vehicle while loading and unloading merchandise or 
materials.  
 
Lot: Is a parcel of land occupied, or which could be occupied, by a main building or a group of 
such buildings and accessory buildings, or utilized for the principal use and uses accessory 
thereto, together with such open spaces as are required under the provisions of this Ordinance. 
(See Section 3.20) 
 
Lot Area: The total horizontal area within the lot lines of the lot.  
 
Lot, Corner: A lot where the interior angle of two adjacent sides at the intersection of the two 
streets is less than one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees. A lot abutting upon a curved street or 
streets shall be considered a corner lot for the purposes of this Ordinance if the arc is of less 
radius than one hundred fifty (150) feet and the tangents to the curve, at the two points where 
the lot lines meet the curve or the straight street line extended, form an interior angle of less 
than one hundred thirty-five (135) degrees.  (See Figure 2-6) 
 
Lot Coverage: The part or percent of the lot occupied by buildings, including accessory buildings 
with or without foundation.  
 
Lot Depth: The horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines, measured along the 
median between side lot lines.  
 
Lot, Double Frontage (Through Lot): Is any interior lot having frontage on two more or less 
parallel streets as distinguished from a corner lot. In the case of a row of double frontage lots, all 
sides of said lot adjacent to streets shall be considered frontage, and front yards shall be 
provided as required.  (See Figure 2-6) 
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Figure 2-6 

 
 
Lot, Interior: Any lot other than a corner lot.  (See Figure 2-6) 
 
Lot Lines: The lines bounding a lot as defined herein.  
 
A. Front lot line: In the case of an interior lot, the line separating said lot from the street or road 

right-of-way or from a 30 foot wide access to a street or road right-of-way. In the case of a 
corner lot, the front lot line is that line separating said lot from the right-of-way designated as 
the front street in the plat or in the application for a building permit or zoning occupancy 
permit. In the case of a double frontage lot both lot lines abutting on streets shall be treated 
as front lot lines.  

B. Rear Lot Line: The lot line opposite the front lot line. In the case of a lot pointed at the rear, 
the rear lot line shall be an imaginary line parallel to the front lot line, not less than ten (10) 
feet long lying farthest from the front lot line and wholly within the lot.  

C. Side Lot Line: Any lot lines other than the front lot line or the rear lot line. A side lot line 
separating a lot from a street is a side street lot line. A side lot line separating a lot from 
another lot or lots is an interior side lot line.  

 
Lot of record: Is a parcel of land, the dimensions of which are shown on a document or map on 
file with the County Register of Deeds or in common use by Municipal or County Officials and 
which actually exists as so shown, or any part of such parcel held in record ownership separate 
from that of the remainder thereof.  
 
Lot Width: The horizontal distance between the side lot lines measured at the two points where 
the actual setback, or required setback, whichever is less, intersects the side lot lines.  (See 
Figure 2-7) 
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Figure 2-7 

 
 
Low-rise multiple family structures (1 - 2 Stories): A building used or designed as a residence for 
three (3) or more families living independently of each other and each doing their own cooking 
in said building which is 2 stories or less in height.  This definition includes three (3) or more 
family houses and apartment houses which share common entrances. 
 
Manufacturing and processing facility: An establishment that transforms materials or substances 
into new products, including the assembling of component parts, the manufacturing of products, 
and the blending of materials, such as lubricating oils, plastics, resins, or liquors. 
 
Master Plan: Is a comprehensive plan including graphic and written proposals indicating the 
general location for streets, parks, schools, public buildings and all physical development of the 
Village and includes any unit or part of such plan, and any amendment to such plan or parts 
thereof. Such plan may or may not be adopted.  
 
Medical care establishments: Healthcare facilities that provide medical, dental, surgical, 
preventive health services and other related services to patients as well as establishments 
providing support to health professionals and patients such as medical laboratories, medical 
suppliers and other service establishments involved with medical services.   
 

Examples include (Small) :  Medical or dental clinics, doctor or dentist offices, medical or 
dental labs, blood collection facilities, x-ray and related scanning facilities, emergency 
medical care facilities, chiropractors,  physical therapists, rehabilitation therapists, nurses, or 
physicians and other medical service establishments similar to and compatible with the 
above use.  Sales of medical supplies and prosthetics, drug stores and pharmacies, are 
uses accessory to medical care establishments, small.  Such facilities are five thousand 
(5,000) square feet in size or less. 
 
Examples include (Large):  Sanitariums, hospitals, medical clinics, nursing homes and other 
medical service establishments similar to and compatible with the above use. 
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Medical marihuana primary caregiver: A person who is at least 21 years of age and who has 
agreed to assist with a patient’s use of medical marihuana, this person may be the medical 
marihuana patient themselves. 

(Amended Effective 5-22-11) 
 
Medical marihuana production and dispensing: The growing, harvesting, storage, supplying, 
and/or dispensing of marihuana, also known as marijuana or cannabis by a medical marihuana 
primary caregiver, for medical purposes only as allowed by state law by a medical marihuana 
primary caregiver 

(Amended Effective 5-22-11) 
 
Mobile Home:  A structure, transportable in one (1) or more sections, which is built on a chassis 
and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without permanent foundation, when connected 
to the required utilities, and includes the plumbing, heating, air conditioning and electrical 
systems contained in the structure. 
 
Mobile Home Park: A parcel or tract of land under the control of a person upon which three (3) 
or more mobile homes are located on a continual non-recreational basis and which is offered to 
the public for that purpose, regardless of whether a change is made, therefore, together with 
any building, structure, enclosure, street, equipment or facility used or intended for use incident 
to the occupancy of a mobile home as defined in the Mobile Home Commission Act, PA 96 of 
1987. 
 
Motel: A series of attached, semi-detached or detached rental units containing bedroom, 
bathroom, and closed space. Units shall provide overnight lodging and are offered to the public 
for compensation and shall cater primarily to the public traveling by motor vehicles as a facility 
for temporary residence.  
 
Motor freight (truck) terminals, wholesale trade, distribution outlets and railroad terminals: A 
facility for the receipt, transfer, short-term storage, and dispatching of goods transported by 
truck or rail or for wholesale operation.  
 
Nonconforming Building: A building or portion thereof, existing at the effective date of this 
Ordinance, or amendments thereto, that does not conform to the provisions of the Ordinance 
dealing with characteristics of the building such as height, setback or lot coverage.  A building is 
not non-conforming just because the use of the building is non-conforming.  
 
Nonconforming Use: A use which lawfully occupied a building or a parcel of land at the time this 
Ordinance, or amendments thereto, became effective that does not conform to the use 
regulations of the district in which it is located.  
 
Occupied: Includes the meaning of intent, design or arranged for occupancy.  
 
Off-Street Parking Lot: A facility providing vehicular parking spaces along with adequate drives 
and aisles for maneuvering so as to provide access for entrance and exit for the parking of 
automobiles.  
 
Open Space: Any unoccupied space open to the sky on the same lot with a building or 
buildings.  
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Parking Space: Is hereby determined to be an area of definite length and width and shall be 
exclusive of drives, driveways, aisles or entrances giving access thereto and shall be fully 
accessible for the storage or parking of permitted vehicles.  
 
Personal service establishments: Personal service establishments are primarily engaged in 
providing services involving the care of a person or his or her personal goods, apparel or other 
belongings. 
 

Examples include: Barber, beauty and nail shops or salons, watch and shoe repair, tailor 
shops, locksmith, coin operated laundromats, laundry or dry cleaning pick-up stations, self-
serve dry cleaning center and the like, tanning, physical culture or health establishments, 
reducing salons, printing, tuxedo rental, tattoo parlors, masseurs, steam baths, upholstering, 
photographic studios and animal grooming and other uses similar to and compatible with the 
above establishments. 

 
Pet: A domesticated animal kept for amusement and/or companionship rather than utilitarian or 
productive purposes. Animals shall be considered pets only if they are commonly considered as 
such, including cats, dogs, rabbits and similar animals, or if they can be demonstrated as having 
characteristics, temperament, and domestic qualities of animals commonly considered pets.  
 
Petroleum refining or chemical manufacturing plants: Facility involving the processing or 
manufacture of substances such as: asphalt and tar paving mixtures; asphalt and other 
saturated felts (including shingles); fuels; lubricating oils and greases; paving blocks made of 
asphalt, creosoted wood, and other compositions of asphalt and tar with other materials; roofing 
cements and coatings; pharmaceuticals and other chemicals. 
 
Primary metal plants: Facilities devoted to the production of metal through processes including 
smelting, rolling and forging. 
 
Principal Use: The main use to which the premises are devoted and the principal purpose for 
which the premises exist.  
 
Private schools: An educational institution that is not operated by a public entity. A charter 
school is not a private school.  
 
Professional offices: A room, suite of rooms, or building in which are located desks, chairs, 
tables, couches, bookcases (accounting, filing, recording, communication and/or stenographic) 
equipment for current use in the office business, and personnel engaged in executive, 
administrative, professional, political, informative, research and/or clerical duties, and other 
similar, related incidental furniture, equipment or personnel connected or concerned with the 
performance of a personal service which causes or creates no external disturbance, nuisance, 
or annoyance beyond the confines of said rooms or building. 
 
Public buildings: Buildings that house public services and uses usually in offices; but not 
including “utility and public service installations” or “educational and social institutions”. 
 

Examples include: Ambulance stations, fire, police, post office and other municipal offices. 
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Public or quasi-public parks, recreation or leisure use of open space: An area or parcel open to 
the general public and reserved for the recreational, educational or scenic purposes. 
 

Examples include: Play fields, play grounds and other recreational facilities. 
 
Public Service: Public Service Facilities within the context of this Ordinance shall include such 
uses and services as voting booths, pumping stations, fire halls, police stations, temporary 
quarters for welfare agencies, public health activities and similar uses including essential 
services.  
 
Public Utility: Any person, firm, corporation, municipal department or board fully authorized to 
furnish to the public electricity, gas, steam, telephone, telegraph, cable TV, transportation, or 
water.  
 
Recreational Vehicle: Is any mobile structure designed as self-propelled or as a trailer or as 
vehicle modification to be use for temporary dwelling or sleeping purposes.  
 
Religious institutions: Institutions that primarily provide meeting areas for religious activities for 
the general public.  They may be associated with a convent (group housing) or provide 
caretaker housing or a parsonage on-site as an accessory use. 
 

Examples include: Churches, synagogues, temples and mosques and other institutions 
similar to and compatible with the above establishments.  Schools, day care centers, 
homeless shelters, soup kitchens, hospitals and other uses sometimes associated with 
religious institutions are separate principal uses.  

 
Restaurants and Bars: An establishment serving prepared food or beverages for consumption 
on the premises and which may or may not include accessory “take-out” services. 
 
Retail establishments, large: A retail establishment that generally services a regional market 
and is primarily involved in purchase and resale of goods.  Services may be rendered incidental 
to the sale of such goods at the retail establishment.  There may be processing or 
manufacturing of products incidental or subordinate to the selling activities but not on the scale 
of an establishment solely involved in manufacturing  
 

Examples include (large): Furniture stores, general retail stores, other large retail 
establishments over twenty five thousand (25,000) square feet. 

 
Retail establishments, neighborhood: A retail establishment that is primarily engaged in the 
purchase and resale of goods or merchandise to the public for personal, household, or business 
use or consumption and rendering services incidental to the sale of such goods.  There may be 
some processing of products incidental or subordinate to the selling activities.  These retail 
businesses contain up to a total maximum of twenty five thousand (25,000) square feet, but an 
individual unit shall not exceed five thousand five hundred (5,500) square feet, including one (1) 
restaurant (drive-in types are prohibited) outside restaurant seating of up to thirty three (33) 
percent of the total capacity is allowed. 
 

Examples include (neighborhood): Shops for the sale of baked goods, beverages, including 
liquor outlets, antique shops, books, bicycle shops, clothing and accessory stores, carpeting 
and rug sales, shoes, confection, grocery stores, food markets, supermarkets, wallpaper, 
butcher shops, drugs, flowers, food stuffs including meats, gifts, novelty shops, small 
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household accessories, hardware, hobby equipment, jewelry, notions, optical goods, 
pawnshops, paint, photographic supplies, periodicals, sports cards and other like 
collectibles, sundry small household articles, sporting goods, musical instruments (sales and 
services), tobacco and meat markets and other retail and business service establishments 
similar to and compatible with the above use whose principal activity is the sale of 
merchandise.  

 
Right-of-Way: A street, alley, or other thoroughfare or easement permanently established for 
passage of persons or vehicles.  
 
Sanitary Landfill: Any property used for the disposal of waste, rubbish, junk, by-products, or 
other discarded materials in a sanitary method that protects the health of residents and the 
environment. Any such land fill must be in conformance with all requirements of Part 115 of Act 
451 of 1994, the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act.  
Service, Essential: The construction, alteration or maintenance by private companies or public 
departments or agencies of the various transmissions, distribution, or disposal systems that are 
essential for the preservation of the public health, safety, or general welfare, such as gas, 
electricity, telephone, and water and sewer. Also, this term includes all poles, wires, mains, 
drains, sewers, pipes, cables, traffic signals, hydrants, and other similar equipment or 
accessories reasonably necessary to provide adequate service of said companies or agencies; 
but the term shall not include buildings or utility substations.  
 
Setback, Actual:  The distance between the lot lines and an existing building.  (See Figure 2-8) 
 
Setback, Required: The distance required to obtain front, side or rear yard open space 
provisions of this Ordinance.  (See Figure 2-8) 
 

Figure 2-8 

 
 
Sign: Any device, fixture, placard or structure that uses any color, form, graphic, illumination, 
symbol or writing to advertise, announce the purposes of, or identify the purpose of a person or 
entity, or to communicate information of any kind to the public. 
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Abandoned Sign: Any sign which no longer correctly directs or exhorts any person, 
advertises a bona fide business, lessor, owner, product or activity conducted or product 
available on the premises where such sign is displayed. 
 
Alter Sign: To make any change beyond normal maintenance. This includes, but is not 
limited to, changes in size, shape, height or copy. 
 
Area, Sign: The advertising display surface of a sign. In the case of a multiple-faced sign, 
the area of all faces shall be considered as one surface. 
 
Banner Sign: Any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is mounted to a pole or 
building by a frame at one or more edges. National flags, state or municipal flags, or the 
official flag of any institution or business shall not be considered banners so long as they are 
not advertisements. 
 
Billboard: A billboard shall mean any structure or portion thereof designed or intended to be 
used for posting, painting, or otherwise affixing any advertising sign, which advertising sign 
does not pertain to the premises or to the use of premises on which the billboard is located 
or to goods sold or services rendered or activities conducted on such premises.  
 
Building, Sign: Any sign attached to any part of a building, as contrasted to a freestanding 
sign. 
 
Business Center Sign: A business center sign is a freestanding or monument identification 
sign for a group of multiple establishments. 
 
Changeable Copy Sign: Any sign designed or constructed whereby the lettering or message 
usually contained thereon is capable of being changed by rearranging or installing new 
letters or characters without removing, replacing or resurfacing the face of such sign. 
 
Construction Sign: A sign that identifies the owners, financiers, contractors, architects or 
engineers of a project under construction. 
 
Copy: The words, letters, numerals, figures, designs, symbols, insignia, trademarks, 
characters and background on a sign surface in either permanent or changeable form.  
 
Digital Sign: Any sign that uses movement or change of lighting, either natural or artificial, to 
depict action or create a special affect or scene. For the purposes of this ordinance, this 
term does not refer to changeable copy signs. 
 
Erect: To build, construct, attach, hang, place, suspend, or affix, including the painting of 
walls. 
 
Flag: Any fabric, banner or bunting object containing distinctive colors, patterns or symbols, 
used as a symbol of a government, political subdivision or other entity. 
 
Flashing Sign: Any sign that contains an intermittent or sequential flashing light source, but 
does not include signs which through reflection or other means, create an illusion of flashing 
or intermittent light (see “Digital Sign”).  Flashing digital signs are those in which the text or 
image is stationary for less than three seconds, or which use the “flash” feature on the digital 
display. 
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Free standing Sign: Any sign supported by structures or supports that are placed on, or 
anchored in the ground and that are independent from any building or other structure. 
 
Illuminated Sign: A sign with an artificial light source incorporated internally or externally. 
 
Inflatable Sign: A temporary sign consisting of a bag or balloon inflated with gas or air. 
 
Maintenance: The cleaning, painting, repairing or replacing of defective parts of a sign in a 
manner that does not alter the copy, design or structure of the sign. 
 
Marquee: Any permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond a building or extending  along 
and projecting beyond the wall of the building, generally designed and constructed to 
provide protection from the weather.  
 
Monument Sign: A sign supported by a solid base with zero ground clearance, not attached 
to a wall or building. 
 
Moving Sign: A sign in which the sign itself or any portion of the sign moves. 
 
Non-Conforming Sign: Any sign that does not conform to the requirements of this article. 
 
Pennant: A small flag, either unadorned or with graphic or verbal material, displayed from a 
pole, rope or other support. 
 
Pole Sign: A sign with one (1) or more poles as its support or base that is not attached to a 
building but relates to the business located within the building or on that parcel. 
 
Political Sign: A temporary sign used in connection with an official election or referendum 
within the Village limits or for a state, federal or school related election. 
 
Portable Sign: Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or other permanent 
structure, or a sign designed to be transported, including but not limited to, signs designed 
to be transported by means of wheels, sandwich board/A-frames; menu signs; balloons 
used as signs; umbrellas used for advertising; and signs attached to or painted on a vehicle 
parked and visible from the public right-of-way, unless such vehicle is used in the normal 
day-to-day operations of the business. 
 
Projecting Sign: Any sign perpendicularly affixed to a building in such a manner that its 
leading edge extends more than twelve (12) inches beyond the surface of such building or 
wall.  
 
Real Estate Sign: A sign advertising the real estate upon which the sign is located as being 
for sale, rent or lease. 
 
Roof Line: Either the edge of the roof or the top of the parapet, whichever forms the top line 
of the building silhouette, and, where a building has several roof levels, this roof parapet 
shall be the one belonging to that portion of the building on whose wall the sign is located. 
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Roof Sign: Any sign erected and constructed wholly on and over the roof of a building, 
supported by the roof structure, and extending vertically above the highest portion of the 
roof. 
 
Sandwich Board Sign: A temporary/portable sign that consists of two boards upon which a 
message is posted, which is hinged at the top and open at the bottom so that the boards 
can lean against each other when placed on the ground or can be worn by a person. 
 
Show Window:  A window of a store facing onto the street used to display merchandise for 
sale in the store. 
 
Wall Area: That area of an exterior wall starting at sidewalk level and extending up to the 
eaves on a vertical plane, and, in the case of a mansard roof, including the generally vertical 
surface on such roof. 
 
Wall Sign: Any sign attached parallel to, but within twelve (12) inches of a wall or erected 
and confined within the limits of an outside wall of any building or structure, which is 
supported by such wall or building and which displays only one (1) sign surface.  
 
Window Sign: Any sign, pictures, symbol or combination thereof, designed to communicate 
information about an activity, business, event, commodity, sale or service, that is placed 
inside a window or upon the window panes or glass and is legible to off-premises traffic, 
pedestrian or vehicular. This term does not include show windows. 

 
Site Plan: Is a drawing meeting the requirements of this ordinance to show the location of a 
planned and/or existing features of the land and improvements thereon in a scaled fashion for 
the purposes of review by planning and decision-making bodies.  
 
Social institutions: Facilities to house non-profit organizations designed to gather people 
together to share interests and provide community service 
 

Examples include: Auditoriums, meeting halls, community buildings and other places for 
assembly, centers for social activities and service clubs. 

 
Special Land Use: The term applied to a use which may be permitted by the application for and 
issuance of a Special Land Use Permit by the Planning Commission. Specified procedures and 
requirements, as outlined elsewhere in this ordinance must be complied with prior to issuance of 
said permit. A Special Land Use Permit may be issued only for those uses specifically cited in 
this ordinance or as interpreted by the Zoning Board of Appeals.  
 
Story: Is that part of a building included between the surface of one floor and the surface of the 
next floor, or if there is no floor above, then the ceiling next above.  
 
Street: Is a public thoroughfare which affords the principal means of access to abutting property 
or to the easement, parcel or leased parcel that serves the property.  
 
Structure: Is anything constructed or erected, with permanent location on the ground.  
Driveways and pavement are not structures. Structures shall include towers, sheds, mobile 
homes, advertising devices and similar uses.  
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Temporary Building or Use: Is a structure or use permitted by the Zoning Administrator to exist 
during periods of construction of the main building or use, or for special events but not for a 
period to exceed six months.  
 
Thoroughfares: A system of functional classifications of high traffic volume streets according to 
the character of transportation service they provide. The basic categories are:  
 

Major: Is an arterial street which is intended to serve as a large volume trafficway for both 
the immediate village area and the region beyond, and may be designated as a major 
thoroughfare, parkway, freeway, expressway, or equivalent term.  
 
Secondary: Is an arterial street which is intended to serve as a trafficway serving primarily 
the immediate village area and serving to connect with major thoroughfares.  

 
Telecommunication antennae:  Any exterior transmitting or receiving device mounted on a 
tower, building or structure and used in communications that radiate or capture electromagnetic 
waves, digital signals, analog signals and radio frequencies.  This term does not include 
antenna that provide service for residential and similar uses, which are classified as antenna. 
 
Telecommunications towers:  A radio, telephone or television transmission, reception or relay 
structure including but not limited to monopole, skeleton framework, or other design which is 
attached directly to the ground or to another structure, used for the transmission or reception of 
radio, televisions, microwave, or any other form of telecommunication towers and any tower 
erected by a public entity for hazard warning or other communication purpose. 
 
Temporary Sign: Any sign used only temporarily and is not affixed/attached in any permanent 
manner. 
 
Temporary Storage Structures:  Structures over one-hundred and twenty (120) square feet in 
size consisting of a frame that is covered by plastic, canvas, metal, fiberglass or similar material 
that does not require a building permit and is intended to provide storage for vehicles, boats, 
recreational vehicles or other personal property.  They include structures commonly known as 
hoop houses, canopy covered carports and tent garages. 
 
Trailer: Any structure designed and used for temporary sleeping, living, business, or storage 
purposes without permanent foundation, and which may be equipped with wheels or other 
devices for transport. Trailers shall observe all dimensional requirements required of dwellings 
by this ordinance.  
 
Travel Trailer: A vehicle designed as a travel unit for occupancy as a temporary or seasonal 
vacation living unit.  
 
Use: Is the purpose for which land or a building is designed, arranged, or intended to be use, or 
for which land or a building is or may be occupied.  
 
Use, Accessory: Is a use subordinate to the main use of a lot and used for purposes clearly 
incidental to those of the main use.  
 
Variance: Is a modification of the literal provisions of the Zoning Ordinance granted when strict 
enforcement of the Zoning Ordinance would cause undue hardship owing to circumstances 
unique to the individual property on which the variance is granted. 
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Vehicle sales and rental, outdoors: Establishments involved in the sale or rental of automobiles, 
recreational vehicles, farm equipment and mobile homes. These establishments may have 
outdoor storage. 
 

Examples include: Automobile and truck (used and new) sales, automobile rental, 
automobile wash establishments, rental equipment (commercial), trailer sales, farm 
equipment sales and other business establishments that typically have large outdoor 
displays and other uses similar and compatible with the above establishments. 

 
Veterinary clinics: A facility for the examination and treatment of animals, excluding temporary 
boarding facilities. 
 
Veterinary hospitals: A facility for the examination and treatment of animals, including temporary 
boarding facilities  
 
Wholesale businesses: Establishment that is primarily engaged in the selling of merchandise to 
retailers or storing of merchandise, to industrial, commercial, institutional, or professional 
business users, to other wholesalers, or acting as agent or broker and buying merchandise for, 
or selling merchandise to such individuals or companies.   
 
Yards: The open spaces on the same lot with a main building or main use, unoccupied and 
unobstructed from the ground upward except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance and as 
defined herein (See Figure 2-9):  
 
A. Front Yard: Is an open space extending the full width of the lot, the depth of which is the 

minimum horizontal distance between the front lot line and the nearest line of the main 
building.  

 
B. Rear Yard: Is an open space extending the full width of the lot, the depth of which is the 

minimum horizontal distance between the rear lot line and the nearest line of the main 
building.  

 
C. Side Yard: Is an open space between a main building and the side lot line, extending from 

the front yard to the rear yard, the width of which is the horizontal distance from the nearest 
point of the side lot line to the nearest point of the main building.  
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Figure 2-9 

 
 
Zoning Administrator: The zoning administrator is the official charged with administering this 
ordinance. The zoning administrator is appointed by the Village Council or Village Administrator 
with the advice of the planning commission. The Zoning Administrator may be compensated at 
a rate or amount determined by Village Council.  


